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An American “Loyalty Legion” Needed to
Combat the Menace of Undigested Foreign Citizens

William Lustgarten, an American of German Parentage and the
[Leader of the Movement Against Dual Allegiance Explains How the
“Hyphenated-American” Was Originated by Scheming Politicians

By William Lustgarten

The Woellknown New York Lawyer

HY 1s the Hyphen?
Since the beginning of the great
War there has been much discussion
the divided loyalty of a group of
American citizens of foreign birth or parentage.
‘he problem of the hyphen has not been

focussed by Americaas of unqualified loyalty,
fealty and patriotism. It has been forced upon

us by those who have obstreperously set them-
selves apurt as clitizens with a prior allegiance
to, and sympathy with, the land whence they
Sprung.

The monstrous menace of the hyphen has
been recognized. It presents a serious prob-
lem. What the hyphen stands for is of ominous
import. of fundamental danger to the peace and
well-being of this country. Of s0 great menace
is it that a number of Americans have joined
ia a movement to combat the idea of dual citl
genship and to erase the hyphen absoiutely
and permanently from our national life.

What ts the cause of hyphenated American
ism? Why s it bands of citizens set them-
pelves apart under the brand of forelgn nation-
allsm? Why are there cliques of citizens who,
because of foreign birth or extraction, act en
masse, not as Americans, and as American
voters, but as bands united in the mutuality of
possessing a foreign blood?

Why are there citizens of German birth or
extraction who have falled to become 100-per
cent Americans, retaining a conscious alle-
glance to their Fatherland greater than that
to the country of their adoption? Why have
they falled to merge into our national life to
think and feel as citizens solely of the United
Btates? Why this unassimilabllity of a par
ticular portion which have pressed themselves
upon public notlee of late, attacking and an-
tagonizing the President in hig policy of neun-
trality, and violating the American ideal of
liberty and democracy and the spirit of neu-
trality incumbent upon all who align them-
selves under the Stars and Stripes?

There s no question as to the
portion of citizens of foreign birth

ragarding

fact that a
or extrac-

tion, especially thosze who call themselves
German-Americans, have proved I[ndigestible
as & mass in the great crucible of American
life It takes some blg event, somc crisis, to
bring the festering sores of gociety to a head
The European war has brought the evil of the

head. We must now deal with it
other social evil, and It must be

h};r‘..'il 0 R
a8 with any

recognized as such It was with this purposs
that connection with other American citl
gens of foreign birth and extraction in New
York, 1 recently started a movement calling
upon American citizens of forelgn birth or
parentage to repudiate the hyphen and all for
which 1t stands, to Join in steps to fight the

citizenship and to foln In a2 move-
mulgate Je principles of absolute,

evil of dual

- L4 ™
ment to pro

sincere and undivided patriotism and fOdellly
to this great land. Our purpose is to found
an organization, to be called the Loyal Leglon,
with branches In all the Siates This Legion

fight the idea of dua] citizenship,
English-Americanism, French-

ltalian-Americanism or German

proposes to
whether It be
Americanism
Americanism.
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German birth or parentage have conspicuously
adopted it, and to a degre murked by citizens
of mo other nationality in the 1 nited States
8o far as citizens of German origio in other
' ¢S A C1 erned we do not find the
: § B re the war German citizens of

{ did not call themselves German-Eng

EL " ¢ France., German-French, or of [taly
Lerma pilAns The blame for the .L‘.."',‘!‘sr"ﬂ {o
America must not be laid sO0 much with the
Germans as wilh Ammerican professional poil
{ Rl S
™ zin of the hyphen dates back to the
s b SRS 4 ivil War when profession:l polk
ticia \..1 .-'- political leaders endeavored to get
i vote of a number o1 L:t's=D:0 in
n “ Thev attempted to sway volers of
;, "'. ‘-.' X on in a body, of Itallans Irish,
French and other elemments ikewise
1t was & e | tical expedient to band
n of various national inheritances, and to
&l A 5, ibs and other orgamza:
. sisting of members of various racial
; R practice deve ped so -’h:at Lo-
pariy goes 0 mare up
I 1s candidates representing
) - as (0o corral eacd
o= 1la o iates are thus (oo often
L,‘ ¢ i for office, n because of their fitness
tor thal efles, but because of thwir popularity

among, and appeal to,

certain hyphenated
ciasses.

It was an effective
expedient, indeed, for
professional politiclans

thus w appeal to racial
and npational sympa
thies, and thus sway en
tire bands of men—in
the earlier days, more
than now, voters who
hgd just received their
citizenship. But this
act of politicians,
treasonable to the
United States, s re-
sponsible f.r the ex
istence of nyphenated
citizenship and the
danger that hyphenated
citizenship now con-
fronts us with.

The hyphen has ob
truded itself upon us of
late parti ularly {a con-
necticn with an element
of citizens of German
birth or extraction. It
Is true the sense of a
divided allegiance I8 not
80 marked among ele-
ments of other racial
coninectlons. It does
not distinguish citizens
of Itallan, Irish, French
and _utlwr naticnal af
filiations or relation-
ships to the degree ‘H‘-u
i1 [1?441'9: this clage of ..,.
calleag . N . i
icans, verman - Amer
’Wbllﬁ American polt
i.-':nna must bear the
-“Hhﬂi‘“ Of the origin ‘f“'-:
the hyphen, It muyst pe
admitted that citiz 5

monarchial. The sys
tem Is socialistic, and
it does not matter

whether the administra-
tive head is Willlam of

Hohenzollern, OF Ed
Jones, or Herr Lieb
necht. Yyou will find

that the Socialist local
in Schenectady, New
vork, after it elected &
Mayor, endeavored to
aexercise a tyrannical
domination, abso-
dictatorial policy,
just as the royalist ad
ministration of Ger
many dJdirects the same
system.

an

ilute

If vou consider the
fm:d.;.i system of the
middle ages You will
find that while the
oudai lord placed the
burden of his support
.nd the support of the
king upon his vassals,
the vassals were f{ree
fter thelr share had
heen paid. Even this
gpirit of freadom can
not exist under the

Soclalist system of

tralning as (it
Germany.

mass
yperates 1In
If you consider the sys-
of the ancients you
find that the

Republic pros
long as the
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rights of IDAIVIGUZIS
vere considerad. But
when the exploiters, the
various Caesars, under-
tonk to use men in a
for their own end

masgs
the Roman Republiec

of German birth of
parentage are Juilty
;:;wro than ADy others for
I'_. { - 3 }
T"IlﬁL“I!i\ ;ii'_llij aﬁ]jfygfanpp_ this half hearted loya:-
pure Ar S _‘r“'_ﬁ of the development of simon-
T" MR [}1‘_:.]11 I:I: an!sn] T‘li“‘y llﬂ\‘_ ll"“‘” gi‘ll')-
I)!‘ln;"[:i '8 d.;‘} .‘.J,”mr-" in failing to maintain the
the l*ln-_-‘:!;lv;:— " .r;wt geutrality advocated by
!.'.61'!:191.-.;..4 rw.L:. T‘.l'.'-" have been guiity, in many
s I a 0f ._-"(‘31'\.11_!( r'-‘)'_h the and the

letter of ths al
lér of fh:l.f Tlf'uir.illt_\'. of casting their ~aths
winds in defending, up

of citizenship to the

.hilﬁ.l”.'% and Supporting a foreign and mon

e cal power whose ideals are the antithesis
of the United States, and

spirit

of those
in alllance alding and
that monarchy.

...l.'.(?r-‘hi.' there are certaln reasons. For the
unassimiiability of this class into the fahrie
of onur national being there are ;f,-‘,.,..,{,i, ,,._l,,,:.',
THg INDIGESTIBLE “IDEAL"” OF GERMANY

Why Is It a certain group of citizens, of
German birth or parentage. have remaiuned
mentally apart from American thought and
ft-a.mg’,' What is it that psychologically hedges
in a ce‘z_'t,a:n t¥pe of German mind, remi--ring
it peculiarly inaccessible and {solated? What
is It that makes it subscribe to everything
that Is Germax, everything for which Germany
stands and everything which Germany does—
right or wrong—prior to anvthing that s
American, the ideals of this Republic and the
aeutral point of view this country, in its rela-
tions 1o foreign powers, advocates? Here we
have a singular problem—a problem to ba
solved only by its consideration.

secretly and
Piotting with axgents of

The German, or 1 should say Prussian
training for the last forty vears. from the
time of Biamarck, has been to drill men so

that they work in the manner of machinery
and this tralning shows on the surface “:‘.:,Ir-
ever Germans may go In Germany the so
called cultured classes support the ruling
power, which has no iegard for the masses
save a8 working machines. In the form of a
paternalistic government they take care of the
workers that they may remain efficient, just
as they care for cattle and horses. It is the
system of the ruling power, not of the man at
the bottom. Germany more than any nation
to-day represents a one-luan government
Under the German system of state control
we have Socialism worked out to its highest
degree. Human beings are trained to work
in the mass; they are cared for in the mass
as beasts are cared for and fed, with every
necessity provided; they are trained to think
and work in the mass, as parts of the machine
not as individuals. You will find that the
Socialists have a tremendous vote in Germany
and that the greatest number of Soclalists
throughout the world are German. The only
deviation from the Sociallst programme In
Cermany 5 that the operatinvg goveroment: is

Mr. William Lustgarten.

pegan to break up. So
. individual de-
velopment 1s fostered
have a virlle cltizen-
is crushed in

li'hg as

among a people you

ship. When that aparit : : 5.
the exploitation of the mass that pecple wil
suffer.

the Jews have gurvived is
they have not been sub-
jected rulers nor vip:nl\t d In a
mass by a single power. They enjoyed that
freedom which gives the impetus of individual
gsurvived for that reason.

colleges and universitiea

The reason that
hl‘u-a!_ls(.. A8 a l'n-n'[i'z_.
to despotical

expression and

In German schools,

the so-called “German ideal” is fed (o a degres
that Germans grow up believing that educa-
tion and culture live and die with them.
Convinced that their system is the best, thelr

mental attitude is superior to that of all other
["’“!‘E!“r‘ {":E':-., 'i.'l'."‘-l-,‘ 'h‘-,.\- ‘-' comée menta ,l

hide-bound. insular and unable to appreciats
any other point of view than their own. They
are trained to work as unitse in a mass and to
be cared for in that organized, paternally cared
for mass They are unable to think as indl

viduals, to form and reflect indivi ual opinions.
Their government is handed down to them; it
is not the conscious goverunment of a free peo-
ple. At the head of the Soclalistic scheme of
Cermany {5 a ruler who does not rule by the
elective will of the organized masses even, buf
a8 he proclaims. by divine dispensation
AMERICAN IDEALS A CONSCIOUS
ATTAINMENT.

Cerms: arrive in the United States with
this so-called ingrained in them. They
think as Germans; a8 Germans they fesl them-
seives apart from the helerogeneous pedapies
with whom they come in confact here. Lo they
attempt to mingle with this heterogeneous
body which constitutes our citlzenship? No.
They flock together—in clubs, singing so-
cieties, political orsanizations, churches,
Domastically the) live as in the
Fatherland—the surface expression of the fun-
damentally ingrained and |solating German
spirit; among themselves, even as they eat
Germar food, they converse iu ithe German
language.

All this is less true of other nationalltieg—
Irish, French. Italian—who drift into American
organizations and a-Iu;-l the American idea
The hyphenated distinction 8 pecullar with the
Germans who adopt the United States as their
homae. Other natiounalities assimilate much
more quickly For, unlike them, the Germaus
come with the belief that thelr government is

ideal government, and our own system and
ideals inferior.

In the United States we have a good deal
of political corruption. But when we do get
good government we gel it through our inner

ans

ideal

even

continue o

consciousuess, by eliort, by strugsie and we.

know what {t means. Here, with all our con
ruption, the individual fights his own battles;
he :aakes good by his own efforts, and when
he attains success it |s consclous'y. This Is
the difference between the German Soclalistic
ideal and the Americal ideal: the difference
between a nation of people cared for and
trained as children and a nation wherein every
man works out his own salvation. These are
the two ideals struggling In this war.

The hyphen constitutes a danger in our na
tional life. So long as there are alements of
people cherishing a clinging allegiance to a
forelgn power, we cannot count in times of
trial upon the undivided loyalty of those ele.
ments. Should the United States become in
volved with a European power, we should not
know whom to trust either in military or clvil
life. If the assertions concerning the extent
of the spy systems conducted by foreign gov-
ernmenis are true to g tenth degree we caunot
tell whether our neighbor is an agent of a for
eign government or not. In case of war we
should be compelled to suspect almost every
one whose parents came from Europe.

The point has been made that foreign-born
citizens should not be put under the suspicion
that the oath of allegiance they took in as-
suming cii\zenship was a perjury. This charge
has been mdde—I fear In certain cases justly.
With the esplonage systems of Europe In oper
ation America has actually much to fear, and
in case of trouble, s0 long as the hyphen
exists, we cannot tell where and when traitors
will develop.

Inasmuch as more and more, during this war,
foreign-born citizens have been looked upon
with suspicion, it occurred to me that all such
citizens should take occasion to put them-
selves on record as cherishing no loyalty to
the country of their origin greater than that
to the country oi their adoption. and that with
them, absolutely and unqualifiedly, it is “Amer-
ica first.” The time to start such a movement
arrived. I sent out my appeal. The responses
have been amazing. [ have received thousands
of letters from all parts of the country endors-
ing my plan and repudiating the idea of dnal
,citizenship. Ninety percent of these letters
have come from citizens of German origin.

OSTRACIZE THE HYPHEN.

For the safety of our country, for tha pres-
ervation of peace, for international amity and
the strengthening of our own Integrity, the
hyphen must be erased. What can be done?
The first step must come from public officials
and political leaders. Public officlals, as offi.
cials, from the President down, should igrore
all functions given by hyphenated socleties.
As politicians in the past have encouraged such
organizations, now—realizing they are unp-
patriotic and might on occasion prove ireasones
able—they should put the ban upon them. Poli-
ticlans must be brought to understand that by
fostering hyplenated organizations they are
encouraging aui-Americanism,

The disapproval—as the original approval—
must come first frcm official sources. If the
mayors of cities, office holders, politicians,
political workers and al good Americans like-
wise, refused to attend the functions of hyphen-
ated socleties they would begin to bring home
to the minds of the members that if they
wish to be Americans, they must drop the
names of the countries whence they camae,

bis applies to Irish-American, Italiap-Ameri-
can, French-American, German-American and
all hyphenated American organizations.

I would advocate that no corporate entity be
given soclet'es bearing hyphenated names,
There i8 no room for such societies in the
United States, nor is there any reason for them.
It would be quite legitimate for citizens of a
forelsn country, as visitors here, to belong to
organizations bearing the names of their coun-
tries; in that cass they should not be allowed
to parade under the name American, quslified
or not. It is proper for German citisens resid-
ing or visiting here to be loyal to their coun-
tr Those who have foresworn allegiance,
however,- cannot entertain a mental reserva-
tion, :

To remove the hyphen we must extearminate
the root of it. The Hohenzollern ideal of ihe
divine rule of kings crowned by the Almighty
with the BSociallet ideal of human beings
tralned to work and be cared for in the mass
must be eradicated by education. And by
education those who have been trainad into
the belief that these ldesls are the best must
be brought to see the greater standards of
America—of ”bor'_!, eqna”t’. democreo : of
individual freedom, effort and attainment.

Those now holding themselves apart must de
brought to thrill with American enthus=iasm
and to respond with a whole heart to the
principles for which this nation has bled and
on which It bases its future. They must ses
that there can be no divided citizenship, and
that if they are to be Americans In their devo-
tion, affection s loyalty, America must be
first
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